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Spending by operational area

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, STUDENT AND 
TEACHER MEASURES, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
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1 
See Appendix A for information such as districts included in each peer group and Appendix B for sources and methodology.

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2016  2017  2017 2017
Federal 1,844$    1,893$    1,753$    1,318$    
State 5,075      5,184      4,842      3,831      
Local 553         841         2,654      4,443      
Total per pupil revenues 7,472$   7,918$   9,249$   9,592$   

Equalization formula funding 4,961$    5,084$    5,748$    5,503$    
   Amount from Prop 123 227         232         239         245         
Prop 123 additional funding 43           43           44           46           
Grants 1,872      1,987      2,064      1,185      
Donations and tax credits 20           12           69           89           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 0             181         8 of 10

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 10
0 of 10
3 of 10

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2016  2017 2017 2017
Instruction 3,404$      3,590$     4,115$    4,377$    
Administration 913           847          1,060      844         
Plant operations 875           887          1,004      977         
Food service 627           634          571         422         
Transportation 256           279          427         381         
Student support 470           548          528         679         
Instruction support 575           574          463         461         
Total operational 7,120$     7,359$     8,168$   8,141$   

Land and buildings 121$         1,445$     917$       691$       
Equipment 149           195          314         424         
Interest 48             74            77           236         
Other 10             9              148         161         
Total nonoperational 328$        1,723$     1,456$   1,512$   

Total per pupil spending 7,448$     9,082$     9,624$   9,653$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate 95% 93% 94% 
Graduation rate (2016) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2016) 34% 34% 22% 
Special education population 11% 15% 12% 
Students per teacher 27.2 14.8 18.5 
Average teacher salary $46,650 $46,717 $48,372 
   Amount from Prop 301 $4,597 $4,152 $5,840 
Average years of teacher experience 8.9 11.3 11.3 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 16% 16% 19% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages

Cost per rider $285 $728 $1,198 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.66 $3.94 $3.84 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Food service Cost per meal $2.63 $3.04 $2.88 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $8.40 $6.71 $6.30 
Square footage per 
student

106 153 155 

Administration
Cost per pupil $847 $1,060 $844 
Students per 
administrative position

69 58 67 

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

State 
average
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Instruction
48.8%

Peer average
50%

Gadsden Elementary School District
Yuma County District size, location: Medium-large, Town
Efficiency peer groups 9 and T-6, Achievement peer group 191 Students attending: 5,121
Legislative district(s): 4 Number of schools: 8
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Percentage: 58.6 55.8 56.6 50.6 48.6 50.2 50.5 51.4 49.1 50.6 51.1 48.2 48.5 48.6 49.2 47.8 48.8

Instructional spending percentage
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Transportation costs per mile and per rider

$3.65 $3.66

$247 $285

$0

$250

$500

$750

$1,000

$1,250

$0

$1

$2

$3

$4

$5

12 13 14 15 16 17

C
os

t p
er

 ri
de

r

C
os

t p
er

 m
ile

Plant costs per square foot and square 
footage per student

Cost per mile Cost per rider

Food service cost per meal
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Food service cost per meal
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Plant costs per square foot and square 
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Plant cost per square foot and square footage 
per student

Administrative cost per pupil
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Administrative costs per student5-year spending trend (2012 through 2017)

Totall operationall spendingg perr pupil, adjustedd forr inflation,Total operato
decreased

tionaerat
dd by

ona
yy 1

spendinsalla
1111 percent

ndin
ntnt.

ggngdin
tt The

err pupil,p , adjuapep
eee percentage

usteadju
ee of

edd forfuste
ofof dollars

nflatioiorr
ss spent

n,atio
ntnt ondecreased

instruction
byby 111 percepdd b

nnn increased
enntt. TheTTrce

dd slightly
e percenpThee

yy overall
ntagecen

llll from
gee
mm 48484844 .

ooof
888 2

olladoddf
2222 to
olla
oo 48
arsa
484844 .
arss
88 8

pennt ospss
8888 percent

ono
ntntn .instruction

Overall,
nn ncinon
as

creanc
a
asedd slightlys yea
percentage

overaoo
of

all romfrera
total

mm 44848.222 otoo 44848om
operational

888 percep nt.8.
spending,Overall,

instruction
a percas

nn support
centageperc

rtrt decreased
f total operaof

ddd substantially
ationapera

yy and
al spending,ona

dd administrationinstructionn
decreased

upporrtsus
dd slightly,

ecreasdd
while

sedd sas
ee food

ubstantialsus
dd service

llyy atial
ee and

dd adminiaana
dd student

strationini
tt supportdecreased

increased
slighsedd

dd and
htlysligh

dd plant
whilee foodfy,, ww

ntnt operations
services eodd

ss increased
nddaa

dd slightly
dstuds

tlytlyt .

Students attending 

3,208 

5,121 

0

1,500

3,000

4,500

6,000

7,500

01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Students attending

Total operational and instructional spending 
per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2017 dollars)
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Financial stress assessment

Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets NNo overspending
Spending increase election results VVoter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 33.9%, Decreasing

LLow

Years of capital reserve held  MMore than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status CCompliant

Measure: 2015 through 2017 Assessment
Change in number of district students SSteady
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