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STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, TEACHER 
MEASURES, AND FINANCIAL ASSESSMENTOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY

Per pupil spending by operational area

ADE-reported district and school letter grades

Financial stress assessment

Low Moderate High

Cost measures relative to peer averages

Spending by operational area

5-year spending trend (2009 through 2014)
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Stress level

Overall financial stress level: Low

Measure: 2012 through 2014 Assessment
Change in number of district students Increase
Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets No overspending
Spending increase election results Voter-rejected
Operating reserve percentage (max. 4%), trend 4.0%, Steady
Years of capital reserve held  1 to 3 years
Current financial and internal control status Compliant

Low Moderate High

    2013     2014 22014 22014 22012
TTotal $$6,041 $$6,072 $$7,573 $$7,578 $$10,667 
CClassroom dollars 33,216 33,239 33,914 44,073 66,495 
NNonclassroom dollars: 22,825 22,833 33,659 33,505 44,172 
    Administration 676 680 789 757 1,160 
    Plant operations 813 825 1,009 923 1,008 
    Food service 256 252 386 405 429 
    Transportation 344 356 406 373 464 
    Student support 550 546 607 600 594 
    Instruction support 186 174 462 447 517 

PPeer 
average

SState 
average

NNational 
average    District

Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Peer 

average
State 

average
Attendance rate 94% 94% 95% 
Graduation rate (2013) 75% 80% 75% 
Poverty rate (2013) 20% 24% 24% 
Students per teacher 20.9 17.3 18.6 
Average teacher salary $36,045 $42,872 $46,026 
     Amount from Proposition 301 $4,633 $5,022 $4,810 
Average years of teacher experience 7.3 12.1 10.9 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 41% 19% 20% High Very highVery low Low Comparable

Food service
Cost per meal 
equivalent

$2.35 $2.76 

Transportation
Cost per mile $3.01 $3.45 
Cost per rider $849 $832 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $5.43 $5.46 
Square footage per 
student

152 188 

Administration
Cost per pupil $680 $789 
Students per 
administrator

74 67 

State 
average

Operational 
area Measure District

Peer 
average

$3.62 
$1,036 

153 

$757 

68 

$6.04 

$2.69 

y
Total

p
al spending

g
g per

g
er pupil

(

il decreased
g

d by
g

y 8
)

88 percentnt.t Spendingg inTota
the

spendingstaal
ee classroom

pepergg p
mmm was

pupilr pp
ss very

decreasedd dil d
yy inconsistent

y 888byby
tt year

ercepep
rr to

enntt.rce
oo year,

pendingg ninSpSS
rr decreasingthee clasc

overall
sroomas

ll from
mmom

mm 55
m
5555.
waw
55 3

sassawa
3333 to

eryvev
oo 53
ery
5353.
ryy
33 3

consistenncnin
3333 percent

sten
ntnt.

tt yeay rnen
Overall,

o yeary r, decdoto
spending

creadec
gg on

asingea
nn plantoverall fromf

operations
55555omm

ss and
33 toto 555335.33

dd student
33 percenp3.33
tt support

. OverallO ,ennt
tt increased

spendingg ono, ss
dd substantially,

plantpnn p
whileoperations

spending
andanss

gg on
dd students tand

nn instruction
supporttss

nn support
ncreaseddni

tt decreased
ubstantially,sus

dd substantially
whileww
yy andspending

spending
ongg oo

ggg on
nstructioni nonn

nn administration
pportt decredsups

nnn decreased
easedecre

dd slightly
ssedd s

tlytlyy.

       District grade:

Grade

Number 
of 

schools
Percentage of 

schools

A 0

B 3

C 3

D 1

F 0

Not rated 0

 
0%
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Students who met state standards (AIMS)
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District

Peer group

State-wide

J.O. Combs Unified School District
Pinal County District size, location: Medium-large, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 4 and T-7, Achievement peer group 5 Students attending: 4,302
Legislative district(s): 8 and 16 Number of schools: 7
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OPERATIONAL TRENDS
Fiscal years as indicated

Classroom dollar percentage:
2001 22002 2003 22004 2005 22006 2007 22008 2009 22010 2011 22012 2013 22014
50.5 50.4 51.6 52.3 56.2 59.8 59.1 53.1 55.3 50.7 51.2 50.9 53.2 53.3
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Plant costs per square foot and square 
footage per student

Cost per mile Cost per rider

Transportation costs per mile and per riderAverage teacher salary
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Plant costs per square foot and square 
footage per student

Cost per square foot Square footage per student

Plant cost per square foot and square footage 
per student

Total operational spending per student Instructional spending per student
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Administrative cost per student
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J.O. Combs Unified School District 




