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STUDENT AND TEACHER MEASURES, 
FINANCIAL ASSESSMENT, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 

Arizona Auditor General

Administration, 16%
Plant operations, 12.1%
Food service, 8.5%
Transportation, 5.8%
Student support, 3%
Instruction support, 1.1%

Instruction
53.5%

Peer average
49.7%

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2015  2016  2016 2016
Federal 1,226$    1,496$    3,667$    1,301$    
State 1,393      1,775      6,156      3,780      
Local 6,218      7,302      14,438    4,268      
Total revenues per pupil 8,837$   10,573$ 24,261$ 9,349$   

Equalization formula funding 5,911$    6,842$    9,047$    5,471$    
Grants 1,228      1,577      4,768      1,182      
Donations and tax credits 28           29           186         86           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 607         702         7 of 52

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

0 of 52
44 of 52  

3 of 52

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2015  2016  2016 2016
Instruction 4,773$     5,332$     8,342$    4,145$    
Administration 1,381       1,593       2,987      806         
Plant operations 1,004       1,202       2,523      939         
Food service 752          849          918         415         
Transportation 563          577          1,108      364         
Student support 267          297          664         633         
Instruction support 160          108          514         444         
Total operational 8,900$    9,958$     17,056$ 7,746$   

Land and buildings 0$            21$          2,005$    621$       
Equipment 241          209          819         400         
Interest 0              5              31           216         
Other 0              1              87           153         
Total nonoperational 241$       236$        2,942$   1,390$   

Total per pupil spending 9,141$    10,194$   19,998$ 9,136$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Financial stress assessment
Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets No overspending
Spending increase election results Voter-approved
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 4.3%, Increasing

Low

Years of capital reserve held  Less than 1 year
Current financial and internal control status Compliant

Measure: 2014 through 2016 Assessment
Change in number of district students Moderate decrease

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages
Operational 

area Measure District
Peer 

average
State 

average

Administration
Cost per pupil $1,593 $2,987 $806 
Students per 
administrative position

57 30 67 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $7.05 $7.21 $6.10 
Square footage per 
student

170 364 154 

Food service Cost per meal $3.42 $5.54 $2.81 

Cost per rider $546 $1,495 $1,092 
Transportation

Cost per mile $2.48 $1.75 $3.72 

Students who passed state assessments

District
Peer group
State-wide
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Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate (2015) 94% 95% 94% 
Graduation rate (2015) N/A N/A N/A 
Poverty rate (2015) 17% 19% 23% 
Students per teacher 13.1 14.2 18.6 
Average teacher salary $45,850 $44,172 $46,384 
   Amount from Proposition 301 $5,411 $4,469 $5,315 
Average years of teacher experience 15.5 12.6 11.0 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 13% 14% 20% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Picacho Elementary School District
Pinal County District size, location: Very small, Rural
Efficiency peer groups 11 and T-11, Achievement peer group 17 Students attending: 157
Legislative district(s): 8 and 11 Number of schools: 1
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OPERATIONAL TRENDS
Fiscal years as indicated
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Percentage: 55.0 52.7 55.9 48.5 54.1 55.8 52.3 57.9 55.6 56.2 51.8 52.3 51.9 55.3 53.6 53.5

Transportation costs per mile and per rider
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per pupil (inflation adjusted to 2016 dollars)

Administrative cost per pupil

$1,325
$1,593

$0

$1,000

$2,000

$3,000

$4,000

$5,000

11 12 13 14 15 16

Administrative costs per student5-year spending trend (2011 through 2016)

Totall operationall spendingg perr pupil, adjustedd forr inflation,Total operao
increased

ationpera
dd by
ation
yy 5

all spendsnaon
5555 percent

end
ntnt.

ngg perp rdind
tt Spending

pup
gg in

il,,upu
nnnn the

adjustedd, aa
ee classroom

rr nflatiiforf
mmm varied

on,flati
dd yearincr

to
easedncr

oo year,
byby 555 percepedd
increasing

enntt. SpenSSce
gg overall

ndingpen
ll from

inngg
mm 51

inn
55 .
nn th
111 8

ceehhh
88888 to

assroclac
oo 53
assro
5353.
ssro
33 5

omm variedvoooo
5555 percent

aried
ntnt.

yeaydedd
As

area
ss atoo yeary , ncrei

percentage
easncre

ee of
singeas

ofof total
overalo l fromfgg o

alal operational
5551.888 totomm

alal spending,
5533.555oo 55

ggg most
percennt. AsAs aa5 pp

ststst nonclassroompercent
areas

tageent
ss also

ooof otatoee o
ooo varied

operaotaal
dd year

atiopera
rr to

onaalatio
oo year,

pensps
rr as

dinen
ss is

ngg, mosm stdin
ss common

nonct nn
nn for

classronc
rr very

roomssr
yy smallareass

districts
alsa
tststs.

oo variedv dsos
Overall,

yeay r oto yeary r, asay
administration

siss commoncss
increased,

of r vervnn
while

ryy smallser
studentdistrictts

support
Overall,s.

rtrt decreased
administrationa

ddd substantially
nation

llyylly.


	Picacho ESD



